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Afanasy Nikitin and Major Milestones
in Indo-Russian Cultural Relations

Republic of India and Russian Federation share a strong bond with each other since
vears together. Both 1l ' illi

onomic, political, diplomatic

and strategic aspects is the beauty of their rclatiﬂnship which is being carried forward,

They have also explored diverse arcas of multilatera] cooperation which was benefited to
ooth the side. In difficult times Indja and Russia both have protected each other by showing
their consent directly sometimes indirectly in various matters at the global level. With these

‘mpornant aspects there is one more area of bilateral ties that is cultural relations. Cultural
relations of Republic of India and Russian federation had a long history. The traces of this
relanonship can be traced from the visit of the 1* Russian traveler Afanasy Nikitin to Indja
during Bahamani Kingdom in medieval period. Unfortunately it is very unknowing fact
zbout the first foreign traveler reaching to India even before the Vasco da Gama,

Sve decades. people fro

zlthough the fervor of the 19705 and 1980s has faded somewhat
recognition of each other as reliable partners»!
similarly India needs Russia for various reason
with India Russia intends to balance

towards each other, and
s there still remains the
- Russia needs India for several PUrposes

s. In terms of developing closes relations

the China and its influence over the land and water
territories. By doing this it aims for creating a multi polar world which divides powers

among several emerging Superpowers unlike western countries. Also it is getting vast and
trusted market for its goods and services from India. On the other hand side India needs
Russia for accomplishing its energy need, getting modern and sophisticated technology.
Genpnlitically, Russia continues to be a balancing force against any designs China and
Pakistan may have in our region. But these relations did not stop here for just fulfilling

their need. It is something beyond than that. This relationship has evolved over a period
of time which became stron ger and time testing,

Afanasy Nikitin and establishment of

cultural relations
of India and Russia

» cultural aspects in terms of faith,

belief, worship,
This moment was significant in the sense

that it established 4 strong
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from Central Asia and ?hbn :_‘;‘ «lHe also noted: Here in Indian coypy,, - e
erve realitics of Indians THE. b Cop|,
ohserve realitics 0 ..sts are bare, children are bopp - ey,
yered, breasts eve Year g,

] sir heads arc not ¢ - I t 15

and IhLI-I:| .m. The men are all black. b""cryfh(ﬁ:}:[ ﬁu hc‘:rc IS @ Ccrowg behing

a ]n.l 0 .| ujl rI; white man...»’ Though he visile ; :1 as a merchan |, g u

ullmu;l}i:i‘:iéw in his famous book « Voyage beyond three seayy, .

severa . '

. of Indian culture in Afanasy Nikitin’g W
Rcﬂe‘ctlﬂ_:!n is concerned it seems to be he had traveled mostly iy, 8

As far as his writing d his name as Khoja Yusuf Khorasani, e faceg 1.i

hange
nated arca where he chang by faith he was a follower ofChristianity_]

S , e as

of religious convergenc - ; h :
ractices as he was a libera|

followed Ramzan and other religious p PETSON. Afyg,.

could observe the different sects within Hindu religi‘on. These People mog, .
s have faith. They performed prayers on time especially idg|s finrr

d and the .
Er?d Hanumayn. Also they considered cow as a mother and ox as their father, ¢y, i
being used as a fuel for cooking. . :

Afanasy Nikitin also wrote about the food practices of people. Some section o .

does not eat non vegetarian food while some of them eat. The social system Comsize.
the caste, religious factors, mode of occupations, its faith and beliefs, even the food o
have changed. He also observed that the Hindu community people did not hide ;-

Fitip

n Spite . .

[

expanding their kingdom and the system of slavery. There used to be sel] ang p.,h_
of slaves in market which was consisted of women, males and sometimes even ch -

Monuments

Here Afanasy Nikitin did mention about the royalty and richness of palace /8.
Bidar not only a capital but also a significant city was well surrounded by walls and <=
ted on the heighted area approximately 2333 feet. «Nowadays there are monumens -
festify 1o the past glory of the city under the Bahamanis and also under the subseg:
dyn_as!y :::-f the Barids. It is surrounded by walls with a glasis and dry moat. All basti
are in ruin. The palace is situated in the eastern part of the city. Here you can find b®
ruins of palaces, mosques and other buildings in significant space»®. For mentionis"
ruined things he did described about the wars which used to take place for extendint™
ﬁ]o;:zr:] " kmgqoms' !,{OWE‘-"ST such things have negatively put impacts on (he histor

Bes EELSP:;?:CL rlSatr]l:::Ii_IT..ltﬂnS which diminished the important sources of recﬂfds;.;,wri ¥
being conducted, A| Its royalty, there were also mosques where even today P‘_'_!.n,

- 4150 there were many luxurious mausoleums located within ¢ *

tah[iShlng l_-'ario el
Us monuments with famg - : - [ndian arch!
i - us of Indi2
during medjeya] period. arts 1s the typical feature

India USSR Cultural Relations '

The relations ; _ el
. of India and Russia began developing officially even br:Io‘rc n -

by 'a wanted to achieve self-sufficiency by investing "™
oth India and Unjop of Soviet Socialist Republics share®=

pto e
ol
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wignasy Nikitin and Major Milestones in Indo-Russian Cultural Relations ‘

lations with each other. However the relations between these two are dominated by the
cold war politics in which USSR was comprises with the ideology of communism against
L«;lpimli.‘:l led block of United States. On the other hand side India initiated the Non Aligned
vovement which neither tilt towards any of the superpower. However during wartimes and
needy situations of India USSR helped India by proving valuable assistance. By signing the
treaty of peace. friendship and cooperation in 1971 the relations started flourishing. Afler
a stagnant phase the rclations were revived again and till date the relations have boosted.
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Cultural Relations — India and Russia

There is a strong tradition of Indian studies in Russia. Jawaharlal Nchru Cultural Centre
at the Embassy of India, Moscow (JNCC) maintains close cooperation with leading Russian
institutions, including the Institute of Philosophy (Moscow); Russian State University
for Humanities (Moscow); Institute of Oriental Studies (Moscow); Institute of Asian and
African Studies at the Moscow State University; School of International Relations at the
St. Petersburg University; Institute of Oriental Manuscripts (St Petersburg); Peter the Great
Museum of Anthropology & Ethnography (Kunstkamera) — St Petersburg; Far Eastern
Federal University (Vladivostok); and Russian Institute for Cultural Research (Krasnodar)*.

Language

Language is such an important phenomenon which has connected India and Russia. As in
a diverse country like India multiple languages and their dialects are being spoken by people.
Many Russian institutions, some schools and even universities offered Hindi language for
leamning to approximately 1500 Russian students. Besides that other older languages like
Pali, Sanskrit, Marathi, Bengali, Urdu, and Tamil are taught in various institutions. Apart
from this Jawaharlal Nehru Cultural Centre at the Embassy of India, Moscow conducts
classes in other cultural activities including dance performances, music, teaching Yoga to
so many students per month. With this reference International Yoga Day was celebrated
in July 2018 all over Russia. Many Russians possessed keen interest in leamning Ayurveda.
As our 1* Prime Minister Pundit Jawaharlal Nehru was quite influenced and impressed by
the socialist model of development during his visit to Russia. He wanted to implement the
same in India as for its higher growth.

People to People

This is the most important element which have maintained and raised the trust not only
formally but also with the hearts of the people. It's not only the governments of both the states
believes in its friendship but also even people are connected and good feelings towards ﬂ_a‘:h
other, Especially in a country like India when it comes to the question nt_’ tms!cd and time
tested partmer people strongly feel and from heart considered that it is Russia as it has ahie"a.'!'s
been there in its bad and needy times with reference 1o China and Pakistan and the Un.ﬂcd
States. As far as people to people connection is concerned there were performances of Indians
in 8 Russian citics of throughout the year 2015 when President of India inaugurated the year
of Indian culture ‘Namaste Russia’ in Moscow. For organizing such big programs the role of
regional governments become very crucial. Both the nations have celchratcc_l their 70" Ann.i-
versary of the diplomatic relations with a cultural touch of folk dance theme mmu_ltanenusly n
Delhi and Moscow in 2017. In the same year nearly 400 youngsters participated in 19" World
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72 | festival of youth and students. Also on 6" September 2018 at the Kremlin p i
India was celebrated with grand celebration in which 10 troupes l'ﬁli'l‘essemedaj#? Festiva) o
of Indian culture in around 22 cities at 34 locations. different gy,

Tourism

Tourism is such an intensive area where relations can be deepeneqd and inteps;
«Tourism is yet another sector that can be tapped: flights between Molmeusw}-_
Delhi are barely 6.5 hours long and cost just over a thousand dollars ang ::'Uu- and
fore, affordable and accessible to the middle class in both countries,*. “T;; lélere_
welcomed the signing of the Protocol for amendment of the Agreement betwenn'ltl;.-a
Government of the Russian Federation and Government of the Republic nf}ndf
of 3 December 2004 on mutual travel regime for holders of diplomatic and ofﬁ:-:‘
passports» ¢, There is an agreement by Joint Working Group on culture and touri;Q
in Moscow for enhancing and developing direct contacts between states 1n5t§turj0::
and promotion of tourism in August 2015. Mutual travels of certain categories of
citizens of the two countries have been simplified. This will not only increase the
free flow of people within territories but also it will improve the economy and i=-
crease the commercial relations by establishing close contacts between the business

representatives at the regional level.

Education and Exchange Programs

The element of education though not considered directly as a part of cultural ties, sull
open ups the way towards strengthening bilateral ties which is pivotal in terms of exchanges.
It becomes a strong pillar and supportive system to blossom the relations berween et
two. Together both the countries can trained their manpower and convert them 1ato ¥
equipped skills and assets for country and utilize these workforce for fulfilling their 8¢
efficiently. Recently Embassy of India has organized the third «India-Russia Educant
Conference» on Monday, February 25, 2019 in Moscow. There has to be imrﬂdui-‘%f‘"' y
more scholarships and fellowships, organization of more X rural Iczﬂ -*j_
which will keep on strong ties between two. With the same s
information via mass media. o farences

There is a discussion about improvement of educational system through ..oﬂf:':;md
One such was organized in February 2018 under which several issues W ;,-ri*j“a-;rumi
comprehensively. The 19™ India Russia Annual Bilateral Summit highlighted ¢ 1:: F.h
issues and aimed for increasing linkages of higher education between W mu{]hr:p:"“" the
is India Russia Network of Universities which has noted a keen interest in 'j\k.u S:imrftm';
facultics and students through multiple programs and currently working ot T Anted
and Educational projects. Scholars and philosophers like Leo Tolstoy, Maxi!
Chekov have influences the world with their renown writings.

hibitions and cul :
there is also an exch

ere
jorky.

Art and Culture (aterd
As the title itself suggests the milestones in cultural
ts of Indian cu
absorb int
and strong ¢
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relations, it points out the significant face et

shared values, goals, beliefs, and traditions. 1t can
ASOECTe « i ' ,
aspeets and other cultural activities. India has lengthy
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rerms of considering its music, folk traditions, theatre and arts performance, historical
institutions, paintings and literature writing, rites and rituals since ancient times. For
preserving these resources the ministry of culture implements several programs and
provide funds for its maintenance.

Cmema has played a grand role in celebration of the 70 years of Friendship of India and
Russia. It has deep impacts and reflection of culture and societies. In addition, «Recogni-
zing the role of cinema in the development of mutual understanding and friendly relations
between the people. the parties were quite satisfied with the conduct of the Festival of
Indian cinema in Moscow and the Russian Film Festival in Mumbai in 2016w, reads the
statement . There is a collaboration over various issues like news gathering, digital distri-
bution. exchange of professionals ete. both the countries have decided to meet alternatively
for annual Indo-Russian Forum for Media Cooperation.

Conclusion...

At various institutional levels India and Russia are co operating each other. But in terms
of other spheres of cooperation the cultural area lag behind comparatively. This is the need
of the current international situation and time where countries have tilted towards more in
economic, and geo-political, and strategic relationship as the global issues and relations
are reshaped. But none the less cultural relations do play a significant role in strengthening
and deepening the relationship from all perspective due to which countries can be mutually
benefitted and relationship can reach beyond friendship. The very first landmark has been
set by the visit of Afanasy Nikitin where he came to India for the commercial purpose.
However, his visit does not aim only trade but rather reveals the situations and secrets of
the society, polity and economy as well. Taking into consideration this important move,
India and Russia relations have blossomed over a period of time and even today they are

flourishing with trust and time testing partnership.
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